New Season, New Car
Andover Girl Racer Dawn Boyd began the 2009 season at Snetterton (Norfolk) last month, in a brand new championship.
Dawn has entered the 750 Motor Club's "Golf Gti Racing".  The packed grids of Mark2 Golf Gti's are a mix of 8 valve and 16 valve race-prepared road cars.  She now owns her own car instead of hiring one, which has both reduced race costs and given freedom of choice on spare parts.  All the cars are identical with limited modifications allowed and as most people are racing on a budget everyone is out just to race and enjoy themselves, just what Dawn needs after the hectic incident packed season of 2008.
Any apprehension as to what she had let herself in for soon left her mind, as the new racers were very welcoming.  The car had been expertly prepared over the winter break by her own mechanic Jay, from JMS Motorsport.  Now it was time to show what she could do.

The newly liveried, Nicky Grist supported, 1990 Mk2 Golf Gti did its best to perform under difficult circumstances.  During the qualifying Dawn could hear a loud knocking noise which turned out to be coming from the gearbox, but a few positive words from her mechanic put her worries at rest and Dawn went hell for leather into the first race.

On the grid for race 1 there was a space in front, as a car had broken down at the last minute, as the lights went out Dawn made full use of it and passed 5 cars before the first corner, then chaos ensued as a front runner span, a following car couldn’t avoid him and cars scattered to avoid further incident, in the mean time Dawn managed to make up 4 further places, however her efforts were thwarted as the red flag appeared so the incident could be cleared and it was back to the start for everyone.
The restart wasn’t quite so successful, the broken down car had been fixed and allowed back in the space and there were no further incidents, Dawn had a good tussle managing to keep with the middle pack before finishing 8th in class.

Race 2, and with newly-gained confidence of her ability in the new car, Dawn was much more competitive.  A group of 5 cars tussled and exchanged places for the whole 20 minute race, cars were so close, at one point Dawn interlocked door-handles with someone at the chicane but it was all good clean racing and the atmosphere in the paddock afterwards was electric, everyone commenting on how much fun the race was.  Just what the doctor ordered!
Dawn now looks forward to the next race at her favourite circuit, Brands Hatch, on 26th April, hoping to move up the grid.
For further information on Dawn's racing, or if you would like to get involved through sponsorship, see www.dawnontrack.co.uk
